
ENGLISH ORAL EXAM 2011 
To: 6th Grade Students 
From: Mr Gilbody 
 
For the English oral exam you may choose one unit to study. You will be expected to talk in 
detail about your chosen unit and where possible make links to other subjects. You will be 
assessed on your understanding of content (knowledge), use of subject and specific 
vocabulary, and elaboration of ideas and opinions. 
 

The Giver by Lois Lowry - HUMAN MEMORY 
What is a Utopia? 
What is the role of The Giver? 
What is the role of the Receiver? 
Explain the family community. 
Why must Jonas receive memories? 
Why is the community in black and white? 
What are the stirrings? 
Why can Jonas see colour? 
Explain the idea of love in the The Giver? 
What is the ritual of release? 
Name other examples of rituals and ceremonies in The Giver 
Who are the Committee of Elders? 
Why is Jonas a misfit in his community? 
Who are Rosemary, Gabriel, Katherine and Fiona? 
Express an opinion of the ending of The Giver? 
Explain how Jonas’ community is different from the society we live in  today. In 
which place would you like to live?  

 
The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer – JOURNEYS 
You must prepare for the exam the tale you performed and one other tale you enjoyed 
reading. 
What is a Pilgrimage? 
Who was Geoffrey Chaucer? 
What was the life of Geoffrey Chaucer? 
Describe the character you played in the Canterbury Tales 
Was there a moral to the tale you performed? 
What were the main conflicts and resolutions in your tale? 
Did the tale teach you anything about life in the middle Ages? 
 
 
Arthur High King of Britain by Michael Morpurgo – HEROISM 
What is a legend? 
Who was King Arthur? 
What are the characteristics of a hero? 
Explain the following ideas: Magic, love, hatred, revenge, good against evil 
Explain the idea of apology (pardon) and forgiveness 
What kind of men are Arthur and Lancelot? Are they heroes?         
Paying specific references to events in the book, make a judgment of their characters? 
What do you think about Guinevere? How do you judge her character? 
Explain the “time lock” in the novel? How effective do you think it is? 
What is the “acorn” ? 
What can you say about the “screeching owl? 
The Valley of Bluebells, the Kingdom of Logres or Paradise on Earth 



HISTORY ORAL EXAM REVIEW 2011 
 
To: 6C Students 
From: Mr Gilbody 
 
For the History oral exam you may choose to show your knowledge on one of the 
units studied over the year. You will be expected to talk in detail about your chosen 
piece of work and where possible make links to other subjects. You will be assessed 
on your understanding of content, use of subject and specific vocabulary, and 
elaboration of ideas and opinions. 
 
Unit 1: 
THE FEUDAL SYSTEM 
Who was Charles the Great? What was the Charlemagne Empire? 
What was the Feudal System? How did it work? 
Explain the hierarchy of the state- 
What was the Oath of Fealty? 
Who were the people of the Middle Ages? 
Explain your powerpoint presentation of people who lived in the Middle Ages  
 
Unit 2: 
THE POWER OF THE CHURCH AND THE POWER OF THE STATE 
Why was there a power struggle between the Church and the State or the Pope and the 
King? Who was Pope Gregory V11? In a letter that was given to the Kings of Europe, 
the following statements were made: 
The Roman church was founded by God 
Only the Pope alone can depose (remove from office) or reinstate bishops. 
Only the Pope may depose Emperors 
Only the Pope may be judged by no one. 
The quarrel between Pope Gregory V11 and Henry 1V of Germany 
Excommunication, repentance, forgiveness  
Concordat of Worms 1122 
Explain the hierarchy of the church. 
Know the following terms: clergy, excommunication, salvation, tithe, parish, diocese, 
archbishop, monk, nun, monastery, abbot, abbess, hierarchy, repentance and 
absolution 
 
Unit 3: 
THE CRUSADES 
The Roman Catholic Church 
The Greek Orthodox Church, Constantinople and the Byzantine Empire 
The Holy city of Jerusalem and the Holy lands 
What were the causes of the crusades? 
What were the motives (reasons) to go on a crusade? 
What were the benefits or the crusades? 
The First Crusade 
The Second Crusade 
The Third Crusade – Richard, the Lionheart and Saladin 
 


